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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AUGUST 2, 2011 
 

 The first semi-monthly meeting of Mansfield City Council met on Tuesday, 
August 2, 2011 at 7:30 PM in the Council Chambers of the City Building. 
 
 The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the audience. 
 
 Councilman Mike Hill led the audience in prayer. 
 
ROLL CALL: The following answered present at roll call:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, 
Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, Rock, Scott and Versaw.   
 
 There being no objections, the reading of the Journal and Communications were 
dispensed with. 
 
TIM HARLESS, CHILDREN SERVICES:  Carl and I attend as many council 
meetings we possibly can, township meetings, municipality meetings and we just kind of 
update on what’s happening with Children Services.  How we’re involved with 
community and ask for continued support from the City of Mansfield.  Carl will go over 
some statistical data with you guys in a few minutes but one of the things I wanted to talk 
about and as we went through that prayer, it kind of struck me that at Children Services, 
business is booming and that’s often times, not something that you want to brag about in 
a community.  We had 2900 investigations last year of child abuse and neglect and we’re 
on pace this year to break that number, probably over 3000 intakes that we’ll investigate 
of child abuse and neglect.  We deal with over 500 families on a daily basis with over 
700-800 children every day so that’s not something that we’re proud of.  We do provide 
support of services to families in Richland County and the City of Mansfield.  We’re in 
the process of developing putting together a kinship center down on 4th St. with the 
cooperation of UMADOAP and the City of Mansfield DRCA.  I’ll be quiet for a few 
minutes and let Carl go through some of the activities that we participate within the City 
of Mansfield as well. 
 
CARL HUNNELL, CHILDREN SERVICES:  One of the things I think I left in front 
of everybody is just a copy of our annual report and also a brochure that just talks a little 
bit in general about the services the agency provides.  We are a county agency but when I 
say that, we probably do more business within the city limits than we do outside the city 
limits.  I wish I had that number with me right now, at some point I could get it and I’ll 
send it along to you so you can see the zip code breakdown.  Couple things I wanted to 
touch on, one, since we were here last, our agency made a decision last fall to forgo 
collection on a million dollars in local property taxes in 2011.  With our cash reserve we 
thought that was something we could do, we talked to the auditors outside the agency, 
they looked at it, they said we could do it, so that’s one million dollars that stays in the 
hands of men and women of Richland County and we’re pretty proud of that.  We’re 
getting through this year without it.  One of the things I think you’ll see in the inside is 
just how active Children Services is in the community.  Couple of things I wanted to 
touch on that we participate in within the City of Mansfield.  We’re in the Miss Ohio 
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Parade almost every year, we’re in the Mansfield Halloween parade, we’re in the 
Mansfield Holiday parade.  This year we participated throughout at the Juneteenth 
celebration, we were at the Minority Health Fair with the Black History Month event.  
There was a break this year between the end of the city school year and the beginning of 
the summer.  Success center program where kids can get free lunches and breakfast, so 
we worked with our friends at Panera Bread, Jones chips and some other agencies and 
were able to provide 200 lunches a day for those 3 days.  Couple other of the community 
departments we worked with, Bob Evans, who worked on the farmhouse feasts which 
gave complete turkey dinner to folks at Thanksgiving.  Coats for kids, we did with 
Donley Ford.  Last December, 500+ local children got Christmas gifts to the agency, 
partnering with Richland County children’s Auxiliary, the Fran and Warren Rupp 
Foundation and others.  Those are some of the kinds of things that go on behind the 
scenes with our agency that might not generate all the headlines and all the stories that 
you see.  I’ll let Tim talk a little bit about some of the financial stuff that involves the 
city. 
 
TIM HARLESS:  I wanted to congratulate and give some props to Mayor Culliver.  I’ve 
been part of the Department of Regional Community Advancement for quite some time.  
I’ve grown attached to it.  Our Director, Randy Parker, allowed me to be down there for 
nearly 2 years on a full time basis to provide some advocacy for that success center after 
school program as well as the summer program that continues as we speak.  The agency, 
over the past 2 years, has directed funds toward the RCA because we realize that with 
kids not having opportunities within the community to participate in things like that, it 
causes a lot of problems for other areas and other department within the City of 
Mansfield.  You feed kids, you give kids something to do between those hours of after 
school and 7:00, they’re less likely to engage in juvenile delinquency and those types of 
things.  So, with the limited resources and the problems that we have within our 
community right now, I think it’s essential that we find ways to allow that program to 
continue.  The agency, in 2010, provided $126,000 for Kindship services and an 
additional $34,000 for the success program.  In 2011, the agency has partnered with the 
RCA for $131,000 for the Kinship services, $17,000 towards the Success center program 
and in addition, the Help Me Grow contract at the agency participated in it in 2010, forgo 
the amount of money that we would have, basically be reimbursed for and allowed the 
City of Mansfield to continue with the contract at $95,000.  so, we see that as a resource 
for the community, we see that as a resource for the kids of Richland County and the City 
of Mansfield and hope that council would continue to support that. 
 
CARL HUNNELL:  I guess I’ll just close by saying, when you look at that annual 
report, there’s been some sort of Children Services in Richland County since 1883.  
That’s when the children’s home was first built, so we like to think we’ve spend 127 
years protecting children in Richland County.  In a nutshell, it’s who we are and it’s what 
we do. 
 
MR. HAZEN:  I think, on the one hand, (inaudible) you’ve got a pretty good reputation 
and a lot of people appreciate your services that you provide, but on the other hand, it’s 
still heartbreaking to know you’ve had some cases that have been difficult and that’s 
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tough too.  We really appreciate what you’re doing.  It is making a difference, even if you 
don’t see it. 
 
CARL HUNNELL:  Before I started working at Children Services, one of the 
misconceptions I had, and I think it’s still a popular misconception within the community 
is that we’re here to come take your kids away when the exact opposite is true.  We’re 
not in the business of raising your children, we want to keep your kids home with you as 
long as we can keep them safe and in 2002, the agency had 250 children in custody.  We 
had a residence hall, we had group homes.  We no longer have those things and we’ve 
gone from 250 in custody to 44 at the end of this last year.  We’ve been keeping kids at 
home and keeping them safe is the best way to go. 
 
MAYOR CULLIVER:  I’d also like to comment and thank you for what you’ve done 
for the city as a whole.  We appreciate your help at Ocie Hill and these kids are the most 
wonderful in our society and without your help they would get lost and fall through the 
cracks.  You guys have stepped up to the plate and made sure that we can help each other 
service the community and I really appreciate that.  Thank you for all that you do. 
 
CARL HUNNELL:  We were happy a couple weeks ago to meet with the Mayor and 
some folks from DRCA.  They needed some additional funds to get the summer success 
program through, I think it runs through Aug. 12, the agency agreed to do that, I think 
that’s where the $17,000 comes from which also includes again this year, the kids are 
going to the zoo in Akron, oh, they’ve been already?  Well, we provided the buses and 
buy some of the tickets to get the kids in as well, so that was something we were happy to 
do because you’re absolutely right.  They’re some of the most vulnerable children in the 
community and we really feel like that’s where we need to be. 
 
RUDY FLORES, HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION:  President Scott and City 
Council, Mayor Culliver and gentlemen, on behalf of the Human Relations Commission, 
we’re here to present this plaque to CHAP in appreciation for the dedication, leadership 
and outstanding service to this community and here to receive the plaque is the Executive 
Director Ms. Reedy and the Asst. Director and I’ll cut it short and let them say a few 
words. 
 
MS. REEDY:  Thank you very much and we are very honored to get this award and 
thanks to the city for all that you’ve done to support us for 11, going on 12 years now.  
I’m going to let Kim talk because the foundation of our program are community health 
workers and Kim is our lead community health worker that’s basically running the site 
now. 
 
KIM PHINNESSEE:  I am community health worker, I do home visits, I’m in the 
community working with pregnant women and their babies, making sure they are going 
to prenatal care, prenatal appointments, we work with the 3 medical providers, Buckeye, 
Care Source and (inaudible) with high risk pregnancy clients and basically we’re just 
connecting them to resources in the community that will help with the outcome that we 
are looking for. 
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MRS. HIGHTOWER:  I would like to say thank you because I know of the work that 
you do and I know the clients you have helped and it makes a tremendous difference in 
their lives and the lives of their children and their babies and I think one year we were a 
part of helping to donate to CHAPS but it is such an awesome, awesome program that 
you have and so for all the ones that you’re going to help and the ones that you have 
helped, I say thank you very much. 
 
MAYOR CULLIVER:  I want to thank the Human Relations Commission for actually 
recognizing the great things that CHAP does and I also want to thank CHAP and when 
you look around our community, many of these people have negative thoughts but they 
don’t actually see all the good things that are happening in our community.  CHAP is 
now really a nationally know program and recently right here in Mansfield, Ohio and I 
want to thank you ladies for that recognition because not only does it (inaudible) 
Mansfield, but it also (inaudible) of going out there and not only talking about things, but 
getting it done.  Thank you very much for the fine work you do. 
 
ESTHER MCNEIL, 304 E. ARCH ST.:  First I’d like to say about Calisolar, the plant 
that was going out to GM.  As far as I can say, or come up with, they lied to everybody in 
this community and our Governor lied to you too.  If he was sitting there, I would tell him 
the same thing.  He lied.  I say that because he said, Mississippi had a better climate.  
That is untrue.  Mississippi has higher drug problem, higher murder rate and they are 
anti-union.  They have been for a long time.  I can say that, I have a cousin who’s a 
Senator, but I was just down there and I spoke to a gentleman who’s the president of a 
union, actually the company was here, it was Mansfield Tire.  They moved to Mississippi 
and changed hands a couple times but it’s still there.  They have got these people, they’ve 
been on strike for one year two months, this would be the 3rd month.  The Mayor of 
Columbus, Mississippi has 2 sons wok in this plant.  Now, they got all scabs but they still 
got the union on strike.  They people down there do not care about these people that’s 
been on strike.  It’s the first strike in 40 years and for them to say it’s a better climate 
down there, better climate for who?  The price of living is higher than it is here and you 
got to pay almost $6 for a gallon of milk, you can’t tell me that the climate there is better 
than it is here.  Nobody’s going to believe that.  I went to the air force base because I can 
get on bases.  It’s even higher on the air force base and what they tell me there, you 
should see the prices downtown, I already looked at the prices downtown.  So, they’re 
telling you is untrue.  They knew from the start that they was not going to build out here.  
They used us and for the Governor to say what he said, whew.  Yes, we have some union 
workers that need to be fired, everybody knows that, but how they’re doing it down there, 
the bosses would not complete the paperwork so the union files a grievance and win.  
That’s elementary.  Do the paperwork.  Next, the city’s going to take over the army 
reserve center, alright.  Who’s going to pay for the removal of the asbestos in that 
building? 
 
MAYOR CULLIVER:  I’m sure we’re not taking over the army reserve building. 
 
MR. MCNEIL:  You haven’t taken it over yet. 
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MAYOR CULLIVER:  We are NOT going to take over the reserve building.  Next 
question please.  If we are, it’s news to me. 
 
MR. MCNEIL:  I’m hearing from the military that it’s going to the city. 
 
PRESIDENT SCOTT:  Evidently you’re hearing wrong information. 
 
MR. MCNEIL:  We’ll see.  If you do get it, who’s going to pay for that? 
 
PRESIDENT SCOTT:  I think that’s a hypothetical and I don’t think we need to get into 
that. 
 
MR. MCNEIL:  This article here is where the government is getting on Guatemala cuz 
they’re not unionized.  They’re fighting to get these people to join the union but they 
won’t support the unions here.  What kind of crap is that?  This is our government.  They 
did it in Poland, now they’re doing it in Guatemala.  We’re sticking our nose, making 
sure they’re unionized down there but we don’t care about the unions here in America.  
It’s dumb.  In America, we have, because of the unions, a better way of life, even the 
ones that are non-union.  They pay to keep the unions out.  This is why some places, I’m 
going to call them, like Rupp, Warren Rupp.  They pay good so they unions don’t come 
in.  Thanks you. 
 
SSD MESSER:  I have an answer to some questions that came up last night.  The Ohio 
Municipal League liability contract expires in April of 2012 and Director Remy, the 
Mayor, Jim DeSanto and I met briefly today to talk about a bid process for the OML 
contract that we discussed last night and we’ll give you further updates on that as, 
probably last this year, early next year.  The Clerk of Courts ability to add information to 
the website, they set up a portal today for that.  They showed me how it was going to 
work and we’ll arrange training for the council clerks within the next week or so.  It looks 
like it’s a pretty simple process and a great idea to keep the legislation and pending 
legislation up timely and turned over and we’ll see that that takes place next week.  I 
briefly looked at Municipal Court general fund budget and just out of curiosity, I pulled a 
1999 final budget and in 1999 wages and salaries for the judges and staff totaled 
$664,000 and in 2011 this years budget is $400,579 so it’s about a quarter million dollars 
less than it was in 1999.  So, it’s a significant difference and also keep in mind that about 
40% of the judges salaries and their support staff is reimbursed to us by the county.  And 
those savings are very consistent throughout the budget for the last 10 years as well, but 
I’m sure you’ll hear more about that from the judges as the budget process moves 
forward.   
 
MR. VERSAW:  I do have one comment on Municipal Court.  In 1999, everything was 
in the general fund.  Now, you got the general fund, you got the 219 account, 225 
account, 226 account and it’s probably double of what it was in 1999.  Back when Mayor 
Reid, in order to balance a budget, I don’t know what that year was, 2003 or 4, she 
worked with the judges to break that out so we could keep the general fund dollars down.  
So the total, if you want to look at the total dollars, total expenditures in the Municipal 
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Court, you got to look at the general fund, the 219 account, 225 account and 226 account 
and you add all those up together and it’s significantly greater than it was in 1999. 
 
SSD MESSER:  That’s true.  But on thing you have to keep in mind are the special 
funds, 19, 26, 225, 224 funds, those are grant accounts, so as the money comes in, it’s 
utilized, earmarked and the 225 and 226 accounts are the special dockets, special revenue 
funds where if I’m going to participate in domestic violence court I pay a fee to 
participate in it so it’s self funding and they are restricted fines and costs.  So in other 
words, if you don’t use the money for that purpose, you can’t charge it and you can’t 
spend it anywhere else, but certainly these are discussions that will take place during the 
budget process, but we did a comparison just looking at general fund 101 monies, is what 
we were talking about last night. 
 
MAYOR CULLIVER:  I was going to make, basically, the same comment and then 
there’s always a price to pay for progress.  What took us over into fiscal watch and then 
emergency was the general fund and the courts have been gracious to us to help that and 
if the courts hadn’t did what they did, we’d have a whole lot more people laid off.  The 
numbers speak for themselves and if anybody come up with a docket that don’t cost us 
money, it’s different than trying to point a finger at folk who are trying to do a job and 
using that funds that we don’t have and they’ve been really gracious and you have to take 
a look at it now, when we went through this budgetary process.  We told them to please 
help us and give us x amount of dollars and they went beyond the percentage that we 
asked them to do so the courts have helped us with our problems. 
 

SUSPEND RULES 

 
MRS. CARMICHAEL:  I move with respect to all bills that come before Council 
tonight that the rule requiring reading on three different days be suspended and that each 
bill be read one time by title only, seconded by Mr. Hazen.  The vote was taken and 
resulted as follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. 
 

LEGISLATION 
 

AMEND SEC. 505.09, 505.101, 505.11, 505.13, 505.14 & 505.16 – ANIMAL ORDS. 

 

BY:  MRS. HARING                ORDINANCE 11-097 

 
 Amending Sections 505.03, 505.09, 505.101, 505.11, 505.13, 505.14 and 505.16 
of the Mansfield Codified Ordinances of 1997 to allow for updates and revisions to the 
current provisions to better suit the needs of the community. 
 
 Upon motion by Mrs. Haring that Bill 11-100 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The bill was read and placed upon the 
floor for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw.   
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MRS. HARING:  I have some information.  It was news to me and I hope it is news to 
you and will help you better understand this process.  I had been asked why we are 
amending our ordinance if we are not sure who enforces it and Crystal, who works in the 
Clerk of Courts office came forward last night and informed me that the Dog Warden 
does write tickets across the county and city.  We have 1 ½ dog wardens.  One full time, 
one part time.  And they write approximately 6-7 tickets on vicious dogs a week and 
Crystal does handle those tickets.  Occasionally our local policemen will write a ticket.  
What is the difference there, when the Dog Warden writes a ticket, he writes it under 
state law.  The fines from the ticket go into the county treasury.  If we had a partnership 
with the dog warden, then tickets written in the City of Mansfield would go into our 
treasury, the way I understand it.  So, I guess the biggest point here is that any time there 
is a call about a vicious dog, it goes to the dog warden, he does handle it, he does write a 
ticket and they are doing the best they can, so for us to go ahead with this ordinance, of 
course it’s important.  Will it be enforced, currently, probably not, but we have it on the 
books for future reference.  If you want to report a vicious dog sighting (inaudible) you 
can get that report.  I have a phone number. 
 
HONOR LAVERN BICKERS UPON RETIREMENT FROM FIRE 

 

BY:  ALL MEMBERS OF COUNCIL   RESOLUTION 11-119 

 
 Honoring Detective Jeffrey A. Shook upon his retirement from the City of 
Mansfield. 
 
 Upon motion by Mrs. Carmichael that Bill 11-122 be read in its entirety and 
placed upon the floor for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Haring. The bill was read and 
placed upon the floor for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Haring.  The vote was taken 
and resulted as follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, 
Hill, Jefferson, Rock and Versaw.   
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
MAYOR CULLIVER:  Chief Harsh, would you like to come up to present this 
ordinance. 
 
CHIEF HARSH:  Lavern Bickers.  Former neighbor and good friend of mine and retired 
firefighter now.  (Mayor presented ordinance).  Applause. 
 
SSD MESSER:  Often times you hear the police and fire, they kind of go back and forth 
at each other and you may have heard me say before, it’s kind of like siblings, you fight 
like crazy but you’re brother and sisters when you’re growing up but as soon as 
somebody picks on them, the whole family comes together and that’s certainly the way 
the atmosphere here is with the police and firefighters and being a veteran of the police 
dept. for a number of years, Firefighter Bickers has been around a long time, did a great 
job before Tracy, I think Tracy replaced you in the, or tried to fill your shoes in the 
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mechanics job and really does a fine job so I think you trained him well.  We certainly 
appreciate the job you do.  Firefighters are a unique breed, as they say, when everybody’s 
running away from a fire you are running in and you probably don’t have to take 
psychologicals I wouldn’t think.  We do appreciate the work you do and the City of 
Mansfield’s very fortunate to have the fire service they have and they’re always striving 
to do better, they’re always striving to get the latest and greatest telemetry, I’m sure 
you’ve seen a number of changes in your career, especially in the area of EMS and 
paramedics and advance life support that you offered our residents and we appreciate the 
job you do and wish you well in the next chapter. 
 
PRESIDENT SCOTT:  Once again, we congratulate you on your years of service to the 
city and many more years of happy retirement.  
 
IMPROVEMENT WITH ODOT ON RT. 30 FROM ONTARIO TO 5

TH
 AVE. 

 

BY:  MR. VERSAW            ORDINANCE 11-120 

 
 The following Resolution enacted by the City of Mansfield of  
Richland County, Ohio, hereinafter referred to as the City, in the matter of the stated 
described project. 
 
 Upon motion by Mr. Versaw that Bill 11-123 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the floor 
for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw.   
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
DEMOLITION – 126-128 WASHINGTON AVE. 

 

BY:  MRS. HIGHTOWER     ORDINANCE 11-121 

 
 Declaring the remains of a designated dwelling (126-128 Washington Avenue) to 
be insecure, unsafe, structurally defective and unsafe to life and other property; directing 
the demolition thereof by City forces or contract labor, materials and equipment, and 
declaring an emergency. 
 
 Upon motion by Mrs. Hightower that Bill 11-124 be read and placed upon the 
floor for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the 
floor for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw.  
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 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
AUTH SSD ENTER CONTRACT WITH DRCA & YOUTH & FAMILY 

COUNCIL 

 

BY:  MR. JEFFERSON       ORDINANCE 11-122 

 
 Authorizing the Service-Safety Director to execute a Contract on behalf of the 
City’s Department of Regional Community Advancement, retroactive to July 1, 2011, to 
provide clerical/administrative services to the Richland County Youth and Family 
Council, and declaring an emergency. 
 
 Upon motion by Mr. Jefferson that Bill 11-125 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the floor 
for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw.  
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
AUTH SSD ENTER CONTRACT WITH DRCA & HELP ME GROW 

 

BY:  MR. JEFFERSON       ORDINANCE 11-123 

 
 Authorizing the Service-Safety Director to execute a Contract on behalf of the 
City’s Department of Regional Community Advancement, retroactive to July 1, 2011, to 
provide Help Me Grow Central Intake and Referral services to the Richland County 
Youth and Family Council, and declaring an emergency. 
 
 Upon motion by Mr. Jefferson that Bill 11-126 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the floor 
for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw.  
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
AUTH SSD ENTER CONTRACT WITH DRCA & HELP ME GROW 

 

BY:  MR. JEFFERSON       ORDINANCE 11-124 

 
 Authorizing the Service-Safety Director to execute a Contract on behalf of the 
City’s Department of Regional Community Advancement, retroactive to July 1, 2011, to 
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provide Help Me Grow Service Coordination to the Richland County Youth and Family 
Council, and declaring an emergency. 
 
 Upon motion by Mr. Jefferson that Bill 11-127 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the floor 
for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw.  
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
ENTERPRISE ZONE AGREE – HYUNDAI IDEAL ELECTRIC 

 

BY:  MRS. HARING     ORDINANCE 11-125 

 
 Authorizing the Mayor and Service-Safety Director to enter into an Enterprise 
Zone Agreement with Hyundai Ideal Electric Company for certain tax incentives under 
Ohio Revised Code Chapter 5709 for expanding their existing facility 330 E. First Street, 
Mansfield, Ohio, and declaring an emergency. 
 
 Upon motion by Mrs. Haring that Bill 11-128 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the floor 
for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw.   
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
ENTERPRISE ZONE COMP. AGREE – HYUNDAI IDEAL ELECTRIC 

 

BY:  MRS. HARING     ORDINANCE 11-126 

 
 Authorizing the Mayor and Service-Safety Director to enter into an Enterprise 
Zone Compensation Agreement with Hyundai Ideal Electric Company and Mansfield 
City Schools to authorize general compensation and income tax revenue sharing on new 
municipal income tax revenues, and declaring an emergency. 
 
 Upon motion by Mrs. Haring that Bill 11-129 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the floor 
for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw.   
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 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
ACCEPT GRANT FROM OHIO DEPT OF REHAB & CORRECTION $98,249 

 

BY:  MR. JEFFERSON     ORDINANCE 11-127 

 
 Accepting an FY 2012 Community Correction Act Grant in the amount of Ninety-
eight Thousand Two Hundred Forty-nine Dollars ($98,249.00), authorizing the Mayor to 
execute a Subsidy Grant Agreement for Community-Based Corrections Programs with 
the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, and declaring an emergency. 
 
 Upon motion by Mr. Jefferson that Bill 11-130 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the floor 
for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw.  
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
AUTH MAYOR & HR DIRECTOR TO ENTER CONTRACT WITH FOP-

COMMAND 

 

BY:  MRS. CARMICHAEL    ORDINANCE 11-128 

 
 Authorizing the Mayor and Human Resource Director to enter into an amendment 
to and extension of the collective bargaining agreement with the Fraternal Order of 
Police, Ohio Labor Council, Inc. - Command, and declaring an emergency. 
 
 Upon motion by Mrs. Carmichael that Bill 11-131 be read and placed upon the 
floor for discussion, seconded by Mr. Jefferson. The bill was read and placed upon the 
floor for final passage, seconded by Mr. Jefferson.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 7, Nays: 1. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson 
and Rock.  Nay:  Versaw. 
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
MR. VERSAW:  Here we go again.  Another frustration.  Every contract, every 
agreement that city council has to vote on we get the particulars of the contract on 
Monday night and here we are Tuesday night to vote on it.  I understand, I caught wind, 
that there was already an agreement and I understand that the FOP signed this agreement 
on June 23.  And if you read the present collective bargaining bill, it says that once 
there’s an agreement, council has to be notified within 14 days and we have 30 days to 
vote on it.  This is the present collective bargaining bill.  And the new collective 
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bargaining bill they give you 30 days to notify you and another 30 days to ratify it.  So 
they must think that council needs a little more time, but this is the Ohio Revised Code.  
So, here we are tonight with an agreement that was agreed upon June 23rd.  We were told 
about it last night and we don’t get anything to look at, I finally got something to look at.  
All we did in the meeting was, here’s the particulars of the contract.  The ORC says 
we’re supposed to vote on this but I think the ORC is incorrect, it probably should just 
say, the administration can just go ahead and take it and vote on it themselves because 
basically what they’re doing is they’re negotiating and they’re getting the final contract 
and basically say council, here it is, you should vote on it.  Over the years, we just vote 
on it.  So, one of the biggest things that we do is voting on contracts and the budget, 
which the contracts affect big time.  That’s my concern with this contract.  We’re being 
of told, by a number of people in administration, they talked to people in Columbus and 
we should pass this thing and on and on.  So, I guess, many of the members of council 
say, ok, if that’s what we’re supposed to do I guess we should do it.  But, my concern is, 
my real concern is that next year is going to be a very, very difficult year and budget and 
trying to balance a budget and trying to continue to offer services to the City of Mansfield 
as the levels they are this year.  We know that the revenues, just from the state are 
probably going to be, we’re hearing anywhere from like $1.5 million, up to $1.5 million 
less in revenues next year than they gave us this year and the state tax is going to kick in 
during this contract and what’s really got me concerned is that the, I think Friday the (?) 
numbers are going to come out.  Already in Ohio the manufacturing is down, the 
employment is down even more so than they originally thought.  Unemployment is up in 
Mansfield and Richland County.  I’m not so sure that next year’s, economy wise I don’t 
know if it’s going to be any better or it could be worse than it is this year and yet we’re 
talking about a contract here that is really, basically, revenue neutral.  In other words, 
there’s really no savings in the length of the contract.  There might be a little bit of 
savings next year in health insurance, we don’t know what that’s going to be, it’s only by 
people turning in and illnesses and whatever affects our city employees, so we don’t 
really know what it’s going to affect but the majority of the savings is going to be, we are 
told, in the health insurance.  So, I’m really concerned that when we start, and what I hear 
from the administration is that some of these line items for salaries and wages and 
benefits are coming in for next year about what they are this year.  But I have a feeling 
we’re going to have to probably cut those back a little bit because of the revenue 
projections, but, so I’m really concerned that, I don’t know what this contract’s going to 
do for us if its revenue neutral, got $1.5 million less revenues next year.  I’m not sure this 
is the best thing but we’re told that it is and we should vote on it.  I guess, my thoughts 
are I’m really nervous about it so I think I’m probably going to vote no, but that’s up to 
the rest of council.  Two reasons to vote no.  I don’t think that we know whether we can 
afford it or not for one thing and the other thing is that the administration just gives it to 
us and said, vote on it and you should vote on it without really knowing, just a brief 
explanation last night what’s even in it.  I don’t think anybody’s even seen what’s in it.  I 
know the rest of council hasn’t.  I asked for it, so that’s my thoughts. 
 
MAYOR CULLIVER:  I have two comments.  First of all, everybody can remember 
some time back Doug made a comment that the administration don’t allow, and I guess 
the administration is me, don’t allow him to talk to other administrators.  But obviously, 
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that’s not true because he’s talking to the administrators but he’s not talking to me at all.  
That’s the first thing.  Second thing is, if you take a look at what our police have done 
with other unions, we’ve shown him the breakdown of everything they’ve given up, so if 
the police dept. worked with us, with our budget and given up multiple things that other 
folks didn’t, why would he think that, because there’s a track record here, we don’t know 
what next year is going to hold and I think it’s going to be bad too, but I do know there’s 
a fact that they have worked with us in the past and I don’t see a problem with them 
working with us in the future.  So, what do you do?  You slap people in the face when 
they work with you?  There’s something about that that kind of irks me because there’s 
no logic in that.  These guys have been wonderful trying to help us with our budget and 
then he’s going to slap them in the face.  There’s something wrong with that.  That’s all I 
have to say and I appreciate everything that you guys have done to try and work with us 
and we’ve been talking about this over and over again, working with the unions, they’ve 
been bringing ideas and everything that you guys have told us, we always bring back, 
hey, this is what’s been said, how can you work through these problems and they’ve 
worked with us on these issues, so thank you for what you’ve done and I hope that 
everybody sees that police have worked with us and has partnered with us to try and 
bring down the costs and please accept this as a yes vote. 
 
MR. ROCK:  This question is for Director Remy, I know last night you said there’s 
some language in here that you wanted to see cleaned up, was that cleaned up? 
 
LAW DIRECTOR REMY:  It will be. (Microphone not on). 
 
MR. JEFFERSON:  I’d just like to make a comment.  I want to commend the Mayor 
and his staff and the FOP for working together and the FOP for giving up some things 
that they had acquired in the past years.  I’ve been on council about 12 years and every 
contract that’s came before me before, all the unions were asking for things.  More, more, 
more.  And it was given.  So that kind of helped us get in this situation but now we have 
the unions starting to work with the administration for the good of the city and I’m not 
opposed to that.  I just want to commend them on that and I hope they do that in the 
future because I won’t be here, unfortunately, for reasons.  And the other thing is, Mr. 
Versaw, you say you don’t seem to like it, give me your solution.  I mean, you’re a leader 
up here, I want to know, you don’t like this contract, what do you propose to the rest of 
council that we should look at that would resolve some of your concerns? 
 
MR. VERSAW:  Mr. Jefferson, it’s too late.  It’s a done deal.  If we wanted to offer 
suggestions, we should have done that back 3, 4, 5 months ago but we weren’t even told 
they were in negotiations, so we weren’t even, their contract is really not up until next 
August, a year from now at the end of this month.  We assumed, we aren’t communicated 
with, we assumed that the contract is going til then.  If I would have known that they 
were going into an agreement, in negotiations with the FOP, maybe we could have had a 
say, but we had no say.  We just have to vote on it.  We have to vote on something that’s 
given to us without our input, without any asking us what we would like to see in a 
contract, but the ORC says we have to vote on it, it won’t take effect until we vote on it 
but we’re in the dark, completely in the dark until tonight. 
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MR. JEFFERSON:  Well, you said earlier that you had taken a chance to look at it, you 
had time to look at some of it, and therefore, could you recommend that we not vote on it.  
We’ve got to vote on it. 
 
MR. VERSAW:  We have to vote on it.  But just take a look at the medical.  I was 
looking at the medical.  Just for brand drugs, $8 for 30 days, $20 for 90 days.  Now, I’m 
on my wife’s plan at Med Central hospital.  That same drug for 90 days is $100.  5 times 
what they pay here.  Just go through this.  We’ve been talking about this forever.  This is 
a Cadillac plan.  There’s nobody in the City of Mansfield that comes close to this plan, 
but that’s the way it is, so it’s too late now to make any changes. 
 
MR. JEFFERSON:  Thank you for that, but I understand what you’re saying on that 
side but they still have given back some things.  You started somewhere and now we’re 
headed in the right direction and I think we need to work toward that in the future. 
 
MR. VERSAW:  I’m hoping that they’ll work with us next year if we go into a downturn 
and we do come up short in revenues and we do have to make layoffs and it doesn’t have 
to be the street dept. again or AFSCME that the other bargaining units will work with the 
administration on trying to help when times are tough because the citizens of Mansfield 
would like the services they have but if they’re going to get less services with less 
employees because we don’t have the dollars next year, then that’s when they need to 
work with us.  I’m hoping they come back and work with us next year. 
 
MRS. HIGHTOWER:  I think I want to say something.  I just want to thank Mr. Messer 
and the administration for the work they did do.  I wasn’t there, I don’t know, but I know 
a lot of work, a lot of time and energy went into coming up with this agreement.  You 
know, we always say, let’s work together, let’s do things in unity and I believe, from my 
point of view, I believe that’s what has been done.  Everybody is trying to work together 
for the good of the city and this is one of the things that I believe that they have done.  A 
lot of work.  In listening to what they said and how they explained it to us, I had a greater 
understanding of what was going on and I appreciate the work that went, all the 
administration and anyone that was involved, I do appreciate it.  Because I have an 
understanding.  Do I wish we had a lot of money, yes I do.  Do I pray for it, yes.  But as it 
is, this is where we are now, so instead of criticizing, I think sometimes we should just 
say thank you for the work you have done.  So, for me, I’m saying thank you for the work 
that both sides did.  I do appreciate it.  Thank you. 
 
AUTH MAYOR & HR DIRECTOR TO ENTER CONTRACT WITH FOP-

PATROL 

 

BY:  MRS. CARMICHAEL    ORDINANCE 11-129 

 
 Authorizing the Mayor and Human Resource Director to enter into an amendment 
to and extension of the collective bargaining agreement with the Fraternal Order of 
Police, Ohio Labor Council, Inc. - Patrol, and declaring an emergency. 
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 Upon motion by Mrs. Carmichael that Bill 11-132 be read and placed upon the 
floor for discussion, seconded by Mr. Jefferson. The bill was read and placed upon the 
floor for final passage, seconded by Mr. Jefferson.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 7, Nays: 1. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson 
and Rock.  Nay:  Versaw. 
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
ACCEPT GRANT FROM OFFICE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE $50,000 

 

BY:  MR. JEFFERSON     ORDINANCE 11-130 

 
 Accepting a Grant from the Bureau of Justice Assistance, United States 
Department of Justice through the Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services in the amount 
of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) to be used for personnel costs, and declaring an 
emergency. 
 
 Upon motion by Mr. Jefferson that Bill 11-133 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the floor 
for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw. 
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
AUTH SSD ADV. FOR BIDS FOR HEALTH INSUREANCE 

 

BY:  MR. JEFFERSON     ORDINANCE 11-131 

 
 Authorizing the Service-Safety Director to advertise for and obtain competitive 
bids through a request for proposals process for health insurance benefits for all eligible 
City employees for a period of three (3) years commencing January 1, 2012 and to 
execute any and all documentation necessary to implement such benefits package with 
the lowest and best bidder therefore, repealing Ordinance #88-329, and declaring an 
emergency. 
 
 Upon motion by Mr. Jefferson that Bill 11-134 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the floor 
for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw.  
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
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MR. JEFFERSON:  Here’s just another example of the Mayor and his administration, 
they’re working hard, going out, trying to get better deals for the city, get lower insurance 
costs right here. 
 
TRANSFER $25,000 – PROPERTY/LIABILITY FUND 

 

BY:  MR. JEFFERSON     ORDINANCE 11-132 

 
 Transferring a total of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000) with various 
Funds from certain Classifications therein to the Transfers Out Classifications therein for 
the purpose of increasing the funding in the Property/Liability Fund (#607). 
 
 Upon motion by Mr. Jefferson that Bill 11-135 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the floor 
for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw.  
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
APPROP $25,000 FROM PROPERTY/LIABILITY TO CONTRACTURAL 

SERVICES 

 

BY:  MR. JEFFERSON     ORDINANCE 11-133 

 
 Appropriating the sum of Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000) from the 
unappropriated Property/Liability Fund (#607) to the Contractual Services Classification 
therein. 
 
 Upon motion by Mr. Jefferson that Bill 11-136 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the floor 
for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw.   
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
APPROP $1,700 FROM DRCA TO CONTRACTURAL SERVICES 

 

BY:  MR. JEFFERSON     ORDINANCE 11-134 

 
 Appropriating the sum of One Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars ($1,700) from 
the unappropriated Regional Community Advancement Fund (#205) to the Contractual 
Services therein. 
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 Upon motion by Mr. Jefferson that Bill 11-137 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the floor 
for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 8, Nays: 0. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson, 
Rock and Versaw.   

 
The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 

attested by the Clerk. 
 
AUTH SSD & ENGINEER TO WORK WITH OHIO EDISON  TO 

TEMPORARILY SHUT OFF SOME STREET LIGHTS 

 

BY:  MR. JEFFERSON     ORDINANCE 11-135 

 
 Authorizing the Service-Safety Director and City Engineer, to request and work 
with Ohio Edison to temporarily shut-off not more than fifty percent (50%) of the street 
lights within the City of Mansfield, and declaring an emergency. 
 
 Upon motion by Mr. Jefferson that Bill 11-138 be read and placed upon the floor 
for discussion, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael. The bill was read and placed upon the floor 
for final passage, seconded by Mrs. Carmichael.  The vote was taken and resulted as 
follows:  Ayes: 7, Nays: 1. Ayes:  Carmichael, Haring, Hazen, Hightower, Hill, Jefferson 
and Rock.  Nay:  Versaw.   
 
 The bill was declared passed, signed by the President, approved by the Mayor and 
attested by the Clerk. 
 
MR. VERSAW:  We were given another proposal last night, what, 15%?  What are we 
voting on here? 
 
PRESIDENT SCOTT:  It says not to shut off more than 50%. 
 
MAYOR CULLIVER:  I wasn’t here last night but I think the program was, this year 
gave you a program of 15%.  The original statement was for 50%.  Now we did have 
some suggestions, (inaudible).  What happened is, we will go with the 15% and if we can 
expand that out through other suggestions, then we can go more.  But if we put ourselves 
in a box, we can’t do that, that’s why it’s up to 50%.  (inaudible).  Does that make sense? 
(end of tape). 
 
MRS. HARING:  …or tell people to report it and to whom? 
 
SSD MESSER:  Use the website or if you have a specific address just let the Mayor’s 
office know. 
 
MRS. HARING:  So they should call the Mayor’s office if they have a street light out. 
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MAYOR CULLIVER:  No, they should go to the website first. 
 
MRS. HARING:  The First Energy website first. 
 
MAYOR CULLIVER:  Yes. 
 
MRS. HARING:  Now, I wouldn’t have known to do that.  How does everybody know 
to do that, to turn those street lights on? 
 
MAYOR CULLIVER:  When they call up. 
 
MRS. HARING:  And you’ll give them that information. 
 
MAYOR CULLIVER:  No.  What happens, if they call my office, I need to call him and 
he calls directly to (?).  (Inaudible). 
 
MRS. HARING:  I think this is really important because last night after he said that, I 
don’t look at street lights cuz I’m driving, which is probably a good thing, but on the way 
home between Main St. and I think it was the Renaissance Theatre I counted 3 or 4 that 
were out.  So, by what process, how is that going, reporting outages and street lights?  Is 
that just something that the citizenry does? 
 
SSD MESSER:  Self reporting. 
 
MRS. HARING:  So, would that not be a good idea to have some enhanced vigilance 
before we start turning lights off to, or is First Energy, somehow, going, how do we get 
these lights back on before we start turning 50% of them off?  Up to 50% off. 
 
SSD MESSER:  We have to report this to First Energy, there’s a process, The News 
Journal could do a little thing about how to get a light fixed.  Or the 800 number. 
 
MRS. HARING:  Also, there is a concern, a perception, that crime increases with lights 
being dimmed.  So I talked to Asst. Chief Smith earlier this evening and I know there’s 
been a lot of work done with neighborhood watch groups, perhaps a lot of people fall 
through the cracks though, they’re not part of the neighborhood watch group discussion, 
so how can we allay some of that, there is no documentation, that I’m aware of that says 
crime increases if you turn out street lights, yet people are concerned that that is exactly 
what happens.  So, how can we ease that fear or not? 
 
SSD MESSER:  Your conclusion is correct.  There’s no correlation between street lights 
and crime but there is between street lights and (?).  I encourage people to get involved in 
neighborhood watches.  (Microphone not on).  I think the media could do a story on (?).  
It’s a good point to clarify right now, I know the News Journal did have an error cuz they 
printed what we gave them but I heard from several different watch leaders throughout 
the day and night.  Last week we got with the leaders and gave them all maps and talked 
to them about the plans and asked them to check their areas because just because we said 
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we’re going to turn off light 1, 2, and 3 that they can check and see that we should not 
turn those off and 5, 7, and 9 would be better, we would accept their input.  The article 
that was in the paper today said there were 42 pages of 60 lights per page that are going 
to be turned off (inaudible).  Just to clarify, right now we’re looking at tuning off 843 
lights, 16.5% of the lights but we are still open to suggestions throughout the entire 
process and especially encouraging those who are in neighborhood watch associations to 
get with their leaders and look at the updated maps. (inaudible).  We do appreciate the 
input the neighborhood watch is giving. (inaudible). 
 
MRS. HARING:  So, if we pass this plan this evening, when do the lights start going 
out? 
 
SSD MESSER:  (Microphone not on).  Within the next few weeks. 
 
MRS. HARING:  So will correct street addresses be released to the media? 
 
SSD MESSER:  When it’s finalized.  If you would like to come up, the map shows 843 
lights to be turned off.  What we’re trying to say is, that is not written in concrete.  We 
can manipulate that list based on input from residents. 
 
MRS. HARING:  Within the next 2 weeks. 
 
SSD MESSER:  Within the next 2 weeks.  They are meeting next Wednesday to finalize 
some of (?). 
 
MRS. HARING:  When you say this is going to take effect in 2 weeks, how long does it 
take to turn off 800 lights? 
 
SSD MESSER:  We have no idea.  It could take until the end of the year. 
 
MRS. HARING:  Really?  Ok.  So, it isn’t you pull the plug and they all go off. 
 
MR. HILL:  Microphone not on. 
 
MRS. HARING:  There are programs called “Adopt a Light” and you can do that. 
 
Several people talking at once, no microphones on. 
 
MR. VERSAW:  (Microphone not on). 
 
MRS. HARING:  So could you clarify, Mr. Remy or someone. 
 
MAYOR CULLIVER:  Let me say 2 things.  First of all, I don’t know what Doug keeps 
coming from because he’s never (inaudible) and he’s questioning our integrity here.  You 
told us to be flexible, you told us to take ideas, so we gave you a piece of legislation so 
that we can take ideas and we can be flexible and he still wants (inaudible).  There’s 
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something wrong about that.  I’m sorry.  This is a good piece of legislation and we’re 
going to do, you remember when we gave you all those plans in the recovery plan, we 
told council we were going to do what you asked us to do and that’s exactly what we’re 
going to do.  This piece of legislation lets you decide what lights you want and lets the 
neighborhood watch decide, not the administration.  This is not an administration plan 
and we’re going to go out there and turn out any lights.  It’s your program Doug, and if 
you want to tell us what lights to turn off (inaudible).  You don’t trust us, that’s fine and 
everybody else, vote your conscience.  I haven’t lied to you before, we won’t lie to you 
this time either. 
 
MRS. HARING:  Is there going to be a way, if someone calls us and said it, what do we 
refer to in answering the questions about (?). 
 
SSD MESSER:  ….we agreed that we would have to turn off 50% of the lights in order 
to achieve the designated savings.  After the Engineer started calculating figures with the 
help of Ohio Edison and the others, we determined that because some lights were only 
$39 a year, it doesn’t make sense to turn them off (inaudible).  So they recalculated and 
determined if you turned off about 15.5% of the most expensive lights, we can achieve 
75% of the targeted savings.  That’s where we are.  That’s 823 lights.  (inaudible).  Yes, 
it does say up to 50%. 
 
MAYOR CULLIVER:  Microphone not on. 
 
AFTER LEGISLATION:   
MRS. HIGHTOWER:  Quickly, I want to say last night, Mr. Mutti and Rev. L., they 
presented us with a resolution in regard to the beer garden at the fair and my thoughts on 
it is the fact I did get 3 telephone calls, one citizen asked me what we were going to do.  
Their thought was on it, that they didn’t agree to it and in the paper it did say that it was 
going to be an experiment.  My thoughts is the fact that thinking what is the purpose of 
the fair, I believe it’s a family thing, the children go to the fair, they work all year to 
present whatever they have, their animals or whatever and I believe that it shouldn’t be an 
experiment to see.  I think they should keep it as a family affair, so my thought is, I 
would like to have a motion to bring it forth to see what our city council thinks.   
 
PRESIDENT SCOTT:  I’m sorry Mrs. Hightower, is your motion to… 
 
MRS. HIGHTOWER:  A resolution to oppose the decision of the Richland County 
Agricultural Society Fair Board to introduce a beer garden in the 2011 Richland County 
Fair on the week of August 7-13. 
 
PRESIDENT SCOTT:  So it would be a motion to oppose the sale beer at the county 
fair. 
 
MR. JEFFERSON:  The motion would be (inaudible). 
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PRESIDENT SCOTT:  Right.  Although we don’t have the formal resolution, I don’t 
know if we want to formally adopt that resolution as it is, I think probably the thing to do 
would just be to make a resolution to oppose the sale of the beer garden at the 
fairgrounds.  Would that not be correct Law Director? 
 
LAW DIRECTOR REMY:  We talked about this before the meeting tonight and I 
believe that lacking the ability to present to you a written resolution before the fair began, 
which happens to start this Sunday, council could, in the form of a verbal motion, verbal 
resolution to oppose the beer garden at the fairgrounds.  In simple form, as Mrs. 
Hightower has read it which is the header to the resolution that was presented to us.  A 
draft of the resolution was given to us last night by Mr. Mutti and that header is what 
Mrs. Hightower read, a resolution in opposition to the beer garden at the county fair this 
year. 
 
PRESIDENT SCOTT:  Do we have a second to the motion?  (Mrs. Carmichael 
seconded the motion). 
 
MR. VERSAW:  Didn’t we sign the back of that sheet?  Yes.  Why don’t, we the 
undersigned, City Council of Mansfield, Ohio, oppose this and we can all sign that 
tonight.  Whoever wants to go over and sign that sheet right there, you can deliver it to 
the fair board.  Just take your resolution and we can all sign it and you can take it out.  I’ll 
sign it. 
 
PRESIDENT SCOTT:  I think it’s more of a statement.  I don’t think it’s probably 
going to change anything, unfortunately Ben, but I think it’s more of us making a 
statement. 
 
MR. JEFFERSON:  I want to be on public record that I don’t support it.  I’m just, I 
can’t get into telling the County fair board how to run their fair.  We don’t want, at least I 
don’t want, the county fair board up here telling us how to do city council in any way.  If 
they want to get a beer garden, that’s their right.  They’re running the fair.  They have the 
right to make revenue, to try to generate some revenue.  I don’t think we should, not we, I 
don’t want to be sticking my nose in what they do out there at the fair and I’m a little 
perplexed about citizens coming up here asking us to do things like this, particularly with 
a religious overtone.  This is government and we should stay separate from religion.  My 
personal opinion here is this.  Those things should be taught in the church and at home, 
not out in the public.  I’m preachin’?  Yes I’m preachin’, I’m going to give my opinion.  
You’re a preacher, maybe you should preach in the church to not drink beer.  Don’t bring 
it out in the public and try to have government enforce this on people and that’s just my 
opinion, so I want to go on public record that I’m not in support of trying to tell people 
how to run their functions. 
 
MRS. CARMICHAEL:  I don’t think we’re trying to tell them what to do, we’re just 
giving them our opinion.  I don’t think it should be around the children when they’re out 
having fun and also, I think they’re bringing a real hardship on theirself because 
somebody gets drunk on a ride, that’s a big liability to the fairgrounds. 
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MR. JEFFERSON:  I think these men are… 
 
MR. VERSAW:  This is a non-binding resolution.  It doesn’t tell them they can’t, it’s 
just our opinions that we’re not in favor of it, but they can still do whatever they want.  
We’re not forcing them one way or the other. 
 
MR. JEFFERSON:  I know that!  You can put your name in the paper, I’m not signing 
anything. 
 
MR. HAZEN:  I’d write the resolution and I completely agree with the concept of the 
resolution as far as what’s stated here as far as traffic fatalities, binge drinking, but I have 
to agree completely with Mr. Jefferson.  We have beer gardens at Rock-n-Ribs, we have 
beer gardens at Miss Ohio, we have beer gardens at a lot of different functions.  If the fair 
board wants to experiment with it, then so be it, try the experiment and I think what 
they’ll find is probably what exactly Mrs. Carmichael states which is that you’re going to 
end up with a few more issues than they thought they were going to end up with, but I’m 
a libertarian on this one and I think if they want to try it they should be able to try it.  If 
this was a dry county, it would be a different issue.  I’m in agreement with Mr. Jefferson 
on this one. 
 
LAW DIRECTOR REMY:  I would make one suggestion and that is if you make your 
motion in an oral format and that you not sign the resolution that’s been presented, my 
opinion, professional or otherwise, it has too much verbiage in it and it’s not to the point.  
I don’t think it would be wise for council to sign that.  If you want to vote on it verbally, 
it would be recorded as making a non-binding verbal resolution to oppose it, that’s fine. 
 
PRESIDENT SCOTT:  Council will cast their vote electronically on the motion.  
Motion passes 5-3 
 
ADJOURN:  Upon motion by Mr. Hill and seconded by Mr. Rock, and passed by voice 
vote, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
______________________________                  ______________________________ 
               Amy Walker      Phillip Scott 
             Clerk of Council                     President of Council 


