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October 7, 2011 – Jamie Wood, Court Administrator
Ohio Supreme Court Responds to Performance Report

Mansfield, Ohio – Mansfield Municipal Court Administrator Jamie Wood today released
a review of the Court’s case activity performed by the Case Management Section of the
Ohio Supreme Court. The findings were summarized in a letter from Ohio Supreme
Court Chief Justice, the Honorable Maureen O’Connor to Auditor of State Dave Yost.
The evaluation noted the State Performance Report of Mansfield used calculations when
reviewing the work of the Municipal Court that were a misapplication of proper
clearance rate measures. The Chief Justice noted “Without properly recalculating and
amending your report on the clearance rate for the Mansfield Municipal Court and the
peer courts, the public record will continue to inaccurately portray the work of the
judges and court staff and create a misimpression of their efficiency as measured against
all other courts in Ohio”.
The review found that the methodology that was used in the Performance Report to
calculate the clearance rate of the Mansfield Municipal Court and other courts to which it
was compared was in error and should be corrected.
In one instance the Performance Report detailed a clearance rate for criminal cases of 68
percent, but when calculated properly was actually 97 percent meaning that nearly the
same number of cases assigned were cleared during the reporting period.
Judge Ault stated “we are very aware of our assignment and clearance rates and work to
maintain efficiency but have always placed the needs of our community first. Our Court
is both efficient and effective, but it’s not always about numbers. We place an emphasis
on Specialty Dockets to not only hold offenders accountable, but we also want to help
them become productive and contributing members of our communities.”
Supreme Court Justices have often referred to Mansfield Municipal Court as a model
court according to Judge Ault. Judges and/or staff from courts across Ohio visit our
Court to observe the operation of our Specialty Courts for ideas on how they can
replicate our success.

Judge Ault can be contacted at 419-544-3131
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