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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
February 7, 2023 

 
The first monthly meeting of Mansfield City Council met on 

Tuesday February 7, 2023 at 7:16 pm in the 
Council Chambers of the City Building. 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the audience. 

 
Eleazer Akuchie led the audience in prayer. 

 
ROLL CALL: The following answered present at roll call: Burns, Meier, Akuchie, Davenport, Diaz, 
Moton, Zader, and Scott (was Acting President during this meeting.) Falquette was excused. 
 
There being no objections, the reading of the Journal and Correspondence was dispensed with. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMP SCOTT: Ok, and we have two people signed up for public comment. First is 
Eric Miller. 
 
ERIC MILLER: So, I’m here speaking on behalf of the United Pothole Haters and we want to thank all 
the councilman who are planning to vote for the water rate increase that's going to be before you today. I 
know some of you have asked how did we get in this situation? How is this suddenly become so urgent? 
And…and as a citizen who’s a self-appointed watchdog or advocate for Capital Improvements and taking 
care of our infrastructure. I share some blame along with many others including citizens in general who 
don't bring this to council's attention, really don't demand that these sorts of things be addressed the way 
we should as citizens. So, I'll start by saying, for those who wonder how we got this in the situation, I 
confess to being part of the problem. I feel a little bit better about it when I look at national resources 
that…that advocate for good water for our country’s cities. And these National organizations run statistics 
on this. And what’s happening in Mansfield, is happening across the Nation. People neglect infrastructure 
and let their water systems decline and they move slowly towards a catastrophic problem. And so, we 
have company in what we're doing here. Which is we're now trying to make up for lost time. So, I would 
say that we're fortunate here in Mansfield. We've had a lot of intense discussion about this. It's got 
people's attention. Now is a good time while the Public's paying attention to vote for this water rate 
increase. So again, I thank those of you who are planning to vote for the water rate increase. And I'll just 
say it as time goes on you'll be glad you voted for it and as time goes on we'll find out if this is enough. 
We might well decide that still more needs to be done to restore our water delivery system in order to 
avoid a far more expensive even catastrophic problem. So. thank you very much. 
 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMP SCOTT: Thank you. Next, we have Gary Mion. 
 
GARY MION: Gary Mion, get it right. I’m too old for this stuff you guys. Anyhow I'm here to support 
Eric and his interest in water for the City of Mansfield. I'm also here to thank all of you for all that you do 
for the City of Mansfield. If I were to be making choices, I have to apologize, water would be at the top of 
the list. I mean we can repair this building but if we didn't have water, we wouldn't be able to. So, to me 
food, shelter, water, was the important things primarily. And I wrote Mr. Falquette a letter and I cc’ed 
Cheryl Meier and Bob Bianca…Bianchi, yep. These are rough times and I understand and I don’t want to 
be long. But I think it was in 2019 there was a fire on Foster Avenue and little girl died and there was a 
fire hydrant right outside the door of the house. It had no pressure. It was useless. And that really bothered 
me. I started to get involved way back in 2019. Then the pandemic came. I apologize, I dropped the ball. I 




























